ITS PAPACY AND MODERN TIMES

propositions that relaxed the fibres of Chris-
tian ethics. But the Jesuit system, as a
whole, was renewed by St Alfonso del
Liguori during the years which we are now
describing, and the fact signifies much. As
a school of theology and morals, the Company
of Jesus underwent no censure from Rome,
It was not condemned but dissolved.

The circumstances which attended its disso-
lution prove that Clement XIV. acted under
extreme pressure from the Church's enemies.
The terms of his preamble, which recites how
complaints and controversies had waited on
the steps of the Society from its first days*'
are deliberately chosen, so as to avoid a
judgment on the merits. The Order was to
be sacrificed that peace in the Church might
be restored. Cardinal Bernis considered the
Brief " as lenient as possible towards the
Jesuits." They were gently dealt with;
yet not unfairly they claimed some of the
honours of martyrdom. In Prussia and
Russia, where the Papal decree was never
legally published, they found protection and
continued to exist, not without such approval
as the Holy See could venture to give. This
has been made a reproach to the Fathers;
but if they took advantage of technical points
and tacit understandings, who shall be hard